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Most Domestic Farmworkers Are Immigrants, 40% Undocumented

Agricultural Sector All US Occupations
Foreign born 70% 18%
Foreign born from Mexico 63% 5%
Unauthorized to work in US 41% 8%

Note: The agricultural statistics were generated from the US Department of Labor’s National Agricultural Workers Survey (2019-2020). The statistics for all
occupations were generated from the US Census Bureau’s American Community Survey data (2019).
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Domestic Farm Labor Shortages Are Becoming More Prevalent
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Average Farm Labor Shortage is About 20%
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Further Evidence of Labor Shortages: H-2A Visa Program Expansion
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Recent Research on Labor Supply and Fruit/Veg Production

▶ Conducted a peer-reviewed study that was published in 2023
▶ Estimated the statistical link between farm labor supply and fruit/veg production
▶ Reductions in labor supply affect domestic fruit and vegetable production
▶ A 10% reduction in labor supply causes as much as a

• 4.2% reduction in production
• 5.5% reduction in farm-gate revenue

▶ Case study: California
• Research shows that the farm labor supply is declining by 1% per year
• Could cause up to $3.7 billion in lost revenue in top 5 CA counties over 10 years
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Concluding Thoughts

▶ Domestic farm employees are harder to find and retain
▶ A growing share of farmers report labor shortages
▶ Current trends in labor supply could cause billions in lost revenue moving forward
▶ If immigration enforcement efforts target agriculture, there could be major problems

• Direct effects: Arrests and deportations could reduce farm employment
• Chilling effects: Workers may get scared to go to work and not show up

▶ Reduced labor supply puts upward pressure on food prices
▶ Reduced domestic production increases reliance upon imports
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